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BOOK   ever a mere Ministerialist invited their suffrages, to run another

.   ^   J man". On the 1st of July the National Education League and

1870-74; ^ Central Nonconformist Committee met in joint conference

in London. Chamberlain moved the resolution of protest. Above

all, John Bright, reappearing in public affairs, spoke in sympathy

for twenty minutes and was cheered to the echo.1

Preparing to sweep Birmingham himself within a very few
months, as he did in the way already told in this chapter, Cham-
berlain had not a particle of faith in the intentions of the
Gladstone Cabinet towards the Nonconformists and was bent
on bringing it down to clear the way for the future.

XI
But at this tension of affairs the Leaguers and Radicals were
momentarily disconcerted and checked by a very curious episode
of political history at that time.
With an irresolute and belated hope of saving the situation for
Liberalism, John Bright rejoined the Government.
After his long absence ho had reappeared in the House of
Commons at the beginning of the preceding session, but so far
had hardly been heard. His hair had changed from iron-grey
to silver, and the commanding part of his old personality had
evaporated for ever. Chamberlain, with his uncanny acuteness,
regards him as a "Ministerialist" in his heart and above all a
Gladstonian, and remarks at once; "I am afraid ho has only
come back to the House to prop the Government",2 Bright was
more anxious than active. Ho saw that he could play no useful
part if he lost contact with the Nonconformists; and we have
noticed that at the beginning of July he seemed to support them
against the Cabinet's inexplicable fatuity,
Six weeks later, yielding ineffectually to long-urged persua-
sions, full of affection for Gladstone and with many misgivings
otherwise, John Bright became Chancellor of the Duchy and
associated himself with a moribund Ministry. He did this when
Nonconformist claims were rebuffed without discrimination and
1 Bright's hearers for the most part    effect, I four" (The "Diaries of John
misunderstood his state of mind. His   Bright, p. 354).
own note is: "Spoko to allay the pro-       2 To l)ilko, March 2, 1873,
vailing passion,  but without much